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Summer 2016
The First United Methodist Church of Avalon



Dear Friends, 

God loves you and I’ll see you in Church.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Dave
The New Avalon Assembly

A Chautauqua-like Experience at the Shore

The New Avalon Assembly returns for its 4th year!
This summer, the New Avalon Assembly will be returning to our Church.  The New Avalon Assembly is based on the Chautauqua experience of the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, which provided lectures, concerts, religious speakers, and the opportunity to “recreate one’s oneself”  in beautiful natural surroundings.  

The New Avalon Assembly was formed in 2013, and has been designed to renew this unique forum for personal growth and enrichment.  Program offerings have been developed around the four original pillars of the Chautauqua experience: arts, education, spiritual growth, and entertainment.  This year’s programs will be based on a common theme:  What Makes Us Human?
Support for these events will be provided through a partnership with the Avalon Public Library and the Avalon History Center, and by contributions from the Southern New Jersey Health Council and generous individuals.   The New Avalon Assembly is now a member of the Chautauqua Association, which seeks to bring together the organizations that were part of the original Chautauqua Circuit that flourished in the early 1900’s and the new Chautauqua-like organizations that are being revived in resort communities throughout the United States and Canada.  

Watch our Church bulletin, our summer edition of the Dove Express newsletter and Avalon’s Community Bulletin Board for a complete schedule of this summer’s events. 
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Summer Worship Schedule

Come and Worship!
8:30 am - Informal Worship Service

(June 28, 2015 ~ August 16, 2015)

10:00 am - Traditional Worship Service 

(With Chancel Choir and Special Music)
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Congratulations to the Graduates of 2016!

Andrew Louis Katapodis


Graduated from Egg Harbor Township High School 

Sarah Schall

Graduated from Avalon School
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Birth Announcement!
Ryan Carter Way ~ June 9, 2015

Parents:  Brian and Ashley Way
Grandparents:  Jack and Valerie Sykes
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Hunter James McNamara
    on May 10, 2015
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William T. Pollard IV
    on May 31, 2015
Danielle Sharon Brennan
    on July 5, 2015
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Church Family Members
Carl Johnson
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Try to be a rainbow in someone's cloud.
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- Maya Angelou

Arthor and Poet



Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School will be held this year from July 11 - 15, 2016 with a special musical presentation on Sunday, July 17th in worship at 10 am.  The theme this year is The Surf Shack is where we catch the wave of God's amazing love. By learning bible verses, hearing Bible stories, singing songs, playing creative games, creating new crafts, and flying kites in God's great creation, we experience God's great love for us all.

Vacation Bible School is open to children from age 4 through those children who have completed the 6th grade.  All youth grades 7 – 12 are invited to register for the VBS volunteer program where you can serve as an assistant teacher and receive at least 15 hours of community service credit for your work.  

The registration forms are available on-line at www.avalonmethodist.com.  Complete the registration form and mail or email it to the Church.  This year registration will be limited to the first 60 children and 15 youth volunteers.  Once those numbers for participation have been reached, the children and youth will be placed on a waiting list and they will be notified if space is available.  Reserve your place as soon as possible.  Come join your friends in being a part of this year’s fun.  
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Women’s Circle 

The Women's Circle , women of The First United Methodist Church of Avalon meet the 3rd Tuesday of each month for brunch/lunch at The Links Restaurant. Please join us! There is a sign-up sheet at the back table or call Louise Baehr @ 536-2814. 

Chicken BBQ Dinner

Saturday, July 25th
pick up orders from

4:30 - 6:30 pm

Dinners are $17 ea.
To purchase tickets:  Call Jack Richardson (609)967-4451 and/or Sharon Zachery (609)967-8008. Tickets will also be available after church on the Sunday - July 5th, 12th and 19th.  Tickets will also be available during Vacation Bible School on Friday, July 17th
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: to make brownies (no nuts, please) to include in the meal. Sign-up sheet on back table.

ALSO NEEDED: Volunteers to assemble dinner items for pick-up from 4-6:30 p.m. on the 25th.  Sign-up sheet on the back table of church.  

Thank you in advance for you dedication to this community project.

TAI CHI with Maria 

Monday and Wednesday Free

Time:  9:30 - 10:30 am

Begins: July 1st

Place:  First UMC of Avalon

Tai Chi Supports good health, physical strength and balance, longevity and stress reduction.  

Questions: Call 832.846.5595 or email at Maria.Geddes8@gmail.com


West Point Cadet Choir
The West Point Cadet Choir, from the United State Military Academy is coming to worship with us on Sunday, September 13, 2015! 

Anyone who is willing to house one or two cadets during their weekend stay here in Avalon and Stone Harbor, please send an email to the Church Office at avalonmethodist@hotmail.com or speak with George Coleman who will again be coordinating housing for the Protestant Cadets.  Please state your preference for hosting male or female cadets and let us know how many you can house.  Responsibilities include providing for your assigned cadets a place to sleep, a meal on Saturday night, and transportation to and from the Church for rehearsals and worship.  Our Church would like to host as many cadets as possible.  


September 30 - October 2, 2016
Wildwood Convention Center
Wildwood, NJ
Youth & Young Adults Discipleship Journey 
IGNITE is more than a Youth conference. It’s more than bands and speakers. It’s about a generation. A generation united for Jesus Christ, equipped to make a difference, and IGNITE our hearts and soul. 

Register online at http://www.ignitenj.org

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. – Matthew 5:14-16
Pencil these dates on your calendar: 


July 4th:  Independence Day


Avalon Fireworks at 30th St./The Beach 


Stone Harbor Fireworks at 80th St. Field

July 10th:  Set-up/Decoration for VBS 2016
July 11th - 15th: Vacation Bible School
July 12th: Laugh in Peace Comedy Tour
July 17th: VBS Surf Shack Choir

July th: Chicken BBQ



August st:  Peach Festival 7-9 pm


September th:  West Point Cadet Choir
Focus on Mission

Our 2015 Communion Offerings and Mission Projects meet a variety of important needs in Cape May County, in New Jersey, and around the world.  Our focus this year is on helping our five strategic mission partners which help children and families in need here in Cape May County and on building greater capacity to support the One Great Hour of Sharing, the United Methodist Homes, and the Future with Hope Campaign.

Mission Projects

July:

West Point Cadet Choir

Activities Fund

August: 

Backpacks & School Supplies


Glenwood Ave. Elem. School


Wildwood NJ 

September:

Sneaker Gift Cards

Glenwood Ave. Elem. School


Wildwood NJ 

Communion Offerings

July 5th  - 
United Methodist Homes

August 2nd  - 
Camden Neighborhood Center

September 6th  -  
Red Bird Mission School

GLEANINGS:  Help feed the hungry children in Cape May County.  Please place non-perishable items in our grocery cart (Courtesy of Avalon Market) and they will be delivered to local food banks.[image: image1.png]
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